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Anthony (Tony)
Oteng-Gyasi

Profile 

Tony Oteng-Gyasi is a Senior Member of the Ghana Bar Associ-

ation, having been a lawyer for 34 years. He is the CEO of the 

Tropical Cable and Conductor Ltd., a Fellow of the Chartered 

Institute of Marketing Ghana, and an Honorary Fellow of the 

Ghana Institution of Engineers. He is also a member of the 

Board of Directors of Zenith Bank Ghana and the Advisory 

Board of the Ministry of Justice and A�orney General Depart-

ment of Ghana. In the past, he served as Chairman of the Gov-

erning Council of the University of Ghana, and as President of 

the Association of Ghana Industries (AGI). He has also served 

on the Councils of the Ghana Stock Exchange and the Ghana 

Institute of Management and Public Administration (GIMPA). 

Tony has degrees in Economics and Law from the University of 

Ghana. It was during his tenure as the chairman of the Private 

Sector Development strategy that Ghana a�ained its highest 

ever ranking in the World Bank's Doing Business 

Report. Tony has been conferred the National 

Honor of the Order of the Volta in recog-

nition of his contribution to indus-

try.

CEO, Tropical Cables & Conductors Limited
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WelcomeAddre

W

I take this opportunity to wish you the best of the 
New Year and to urge you to make the best of 
Crystal Ball Africa 2023. It is our hope that insights 
from our discussions will impact positively on 
your 2023 business strategy.

elcome to the 9th edition of Crystal Ball Africa, 
2023. 

With the start of pilot trading under the AfCFTA, 
Africa is beginning to see brighter economic 
prospects as more opportunities open for private 
sector enterprises. Additionally, the AfCFTA 
appears to be converging with other trends includ-
ing increasing agribusiness, fintech, and the 
adoption of technology. Together, these put Africa 
at the threshold of a new business ecosystem. This 
evolving milieu led to the adoption of the theme 
for Crystal Ball Africa 2023, “Africa's New Blue 
Ocean–Opportunities In A Volatile World”. 

This year's event presents a number of sessions 
which will discuss the prospects that businesses 
can take advantage of, on a continent full of blue 
ocean opportunities. 

Every year, Crystal Ball Africa offers a platform to 
discuss emerging global and Africa-specific issues 
that are likely to impact businesses in Africa in the 
New Year. 

Isabel Boaten
Managing Partner, AB & David
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ichael Ko�oh is a Manage-
ment Consultant ,  Policy 
Expert & Strategist with years' 
experience working for and 
advising local corporates, 
multinationals, international 
development institutions, 
global charities and govern-
ments. He is currently the 
managing partner at interna-
tional advisory firm Konfidants, 

where he oversees a network of 
4 0 +  A f r i c a - r e g i o n  f o c u s e d 

consultants, analysts, advisors 
and scholars providing client 

delivery across multiple geogra-
phies and sectors. His expertise 

covers strategy, policy design, project 
development, transaction advisory, 

investment facilitation, research, and 
impact evaluation. He has been a 

consultant to global and regional 
institutions including the 

World Bank, IFC, 
African 

Development Bank, Ecobank Transnational, 
Afreximbank, African Union and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. He has advised both 
African and European governments on trade 
policy, sovereign investment strategies and 
international development cooperation.  

He is a co-founder, chief strategist & head of 
research at AfroChampions – where he has been 
active in helping pioneer regional public-private 
partnerships for African continental integration. 
He is one of the lead architects of the private 
sector led “Trillion Dollar Private Sector Invest-
ment & Financing Framework for the Imple-
mentation of the African Continental Free Trade 
Area” which was endorsed by the Summit of 
African Union Heads of State in 2020. He is a 
founding Executive Director of the Djondo 
Fellowship – where he led a partnership to 
launch the “Executive Program in Multinational 
and Cross-Border Management in Africa” at the 
University of Pretoria Gordon Institute of 
Business Science, as part of a broader initiative to 
support the emergence of more African multina-
tional companies. 

 

Ko�oh has led the pioneering of Africa-region 
industry benchmarking tools & studies. He is a 
project director & co-author of the African 
Globalizers Index Report – which tracks the 
global investments of African multinationals 
across 4 continents; project director & co-author 
of the African Sovereign Wealth Funds Index 
Report; and co-author the AfCFTA Year Zero 
Report & Country Rankings of 54 African states 
implementation capacity for the continental 
trade agreement. He has been featured by 
international press including the BBC, Reuters, 
DW, African Business and CNBC-Africa.

Profile 

Michael Kottoh
Managing Partner, Konfidants

F
Profile 

She has received many awards 
including the 'Inspirational 
W o m a n  o f  t h e  y e a r '  B y 
Women4Africa and “Marketing 
Woman of the year” by WinTrade 
London. In April 2019, the Women 
Economic Forum awarded Fatima 
with the award of 'Iconic Woman 
Building a be�er World'. In March 2020 
Fatima was yet again awarded in Egypt at 
the WEF for being an inspiration in her field. 
She also drives the agenda for building 
Africa from the soil across the value chain 
and sits on the team working on the 
Continental free trade agreement and 
commi�ee of international trade 
relations at the Association of 
Ghana Industries (AGI). 

She has represented the marketing fraternity 
as a Governor on the Kenya Private Sector 
Alliance (KEPSA) and has served as a leader in 
various capacities such as the Chairperson of 
the Marketing Society of Kenya and the Vice 
President of the Chartered Institute of Market-
ing- Kenya among others.

She is also supporting the African 
Fintech Startups project (AFS) to drive scale 
ups in Africa working on need basis projects 
with MEST Africa and Africa Labs with 
successful start-ups in Africa having passed 
through her mentoring. In March 2022, she 
was awarded in Mumbai, India at the Global 
Women Achievers conference as Global 
Woman Achiever. Fatima is an avid writer on 
marketing in various media publications and 
is also a recent published author. She supports 
the Strands of Pearls project in Ghana on 
mentoring young African girls on a project 
titled 'Path of Hope'.

 Fatima was honoured with the TOP 50 CMO's 
Global award in Singapore and the TOP 100 
Most Talented Marketers Global Award in 
India and was recently handed a Citation for 
Leadership Excellence by the African Women 
Leaders CMO Asia. She was also honoured 
with the Mother of Ghana award for a social 
development brand cause. She was enstooled 
as Queen Mother in a number of traditional 
areas in Ghana for her role in social develop-

ment in the area of women and 
children.  

 

atima Alimohamed, the CEO of African Brand 
Warrior is Kenyan. She is an advocator for 
Africa and African brands with a solid track 
record across African markets that lead her to 
change from boots to heels where needed. 
Fatima is a thought leader in Strategy, Brand 
Development, Consumer Relationships, NPD, 
Marketing and Communication. Prior to 
founding and becoming the CEO of African 
Brand Warrior, she was the general manager 
for Wilmar Africa in both the palm and shea 
industry in West Africa and has been repre-
senting the industries in various positions and 
boards. Fatima's passion is to create brands 
that make an impact on the end consumers 
and are tied to the social development of a 
Nation. 

 

Fatima Alimohamed 
Founder, African Brand Warrior 
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Profile 

 Grace Anim-Yeboah
Director, Business Banking,
Absa Bank Ghana Ltd. 

Y
Profile 

aw Appiah Lartey is the Financial Advisory Partner in 
Ghana and the Deloi�e Africa Head of Infrastructure, 
Capital Projects, and Economic Advisory. He has over 15 
years “Big 4” accounting firm (Deloi�e, PwC and Ernst & 
Young) experience working on corporate finance, M&A 
transactions, financial restructuring, due diligence review, 
financial modelling, investment appraisal, deal structuring and 
negotiation support. Yaw has worked on high profile engage-
ments for governments, Private Equity (PE) firms and interna-
tional financial institutions in a wide range of sectors including fast 
moving consumer goods (FMCG), energy, financial services, 
telecommunication, and broad infrastructure. Yaw has also been 
involved in Public Private Partnership (PPP), project financing, 
structuring and contract negotiations for infrastructure projects valued 
at over $10 billion across Africa including Ghana, Kenya, Zambia, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Botswana and South Africa. Yaw is a regular 
panellist on local and international business and economic discus-
sions. He has published over 15 articles on the Ghanaian economy 
and has been quoted by local and international media. Yaw is a 
Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants (FCA), 
Ghana and a Fellow of Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (FCCA), UK. Yaw is also a 
Lawyer and a Member of the Ghana Bar 
Association (GBA). He holds a Masters' 
degree in Finance from the 
University of Cambridge

Yaw Appiah-Lartey
Partner & Head of Infrastructure
& Economic Advisory, Deloitte 

She is a trained economist with over 20 years' 
experience in banking. Prior to her appoint-
ment as the Director of  Business Banking, 
she worked as the Head of Global Corporates 
and Head of Cash management. She has held 
high profile positions in Zambia and Mozam-
bique within the Bank. She previously 
worked at Standard Chartered Bank.

She holds a Bachelor's degree in Economics 
from the Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology, Ghana and an MBA 
in Oil and Gas from the Robert Gordon 
University Aberdeen Business School, Scot-
land, UK.

race Anim-Yeboah is the Director of Business 
Banking at Absa Bank Ghana Limited. She is 
passionate about supporting local businesses 
to grow sustainably. She has a deep-rooted 
desire to see Ghanaian businesses become 
transgenerational and multinational. She has 
developed capacity in enterprise develop-
ment, marketing, financial analysis and 
coaching with special emphasis on women 
entrepreneurial development.



Crystal Ball Africa 2023 |    Africa's New Blue Ocean - Opportunities in a Volatile World06 07Crystal Ball Africa 2023  |  Africa's New Blue Ocean - Opportunities in a Volatile World

G
Profile 

 Grace Anim-Yeboah
Director, Business Banking,
Absa Bank Ghana Ltd. 

Y
Profile 

aw Appiah Lartey is the Financial Advisory Partner in 
Ghana and the Deloi�e Africa Head of Infrastructure, 
Capital Projects, and Economic Advisory. He has over 15 
years “Big 4” accounting firm (Deloi�e, PwC and Ernst & 
Young) experience working on corporate finance, M&A 
transactions, financial restructuring, due diligence review, 
financial modelling, investment appraisal, deal structuring and 
negotiation support. Yaw has worked on high profile engage-
ments for governments, Private Equity (PE) firms and interna-
tional financial institutions in a wide range of sectors including fast 
moving consumer goods (FMCG), energy, financial services, 
telecommunication, and broad infrastructure. Yaw has also been 
involved in Public Private Partnership (PPP), project financing, 
structuring and contract negotiations for infrastructure projects valued 
at over $10 billion across Africa including Ghana, Kenya, Zambia, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Botswana and South Africa. Yaw is a regular 
panellist on local and international business and economic discus-
sions. He has published over 15 articles on the Ghanaian economy 
and has been quoted by local and international media. Yaw is a 
Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants (FCA), 
Ghana and a Fellow of Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (FCCA), UK. Yaw is also a 
Lawyer and a Member of the Ghana Bar 
Association (GBA). He holds a Masters' 
degree in Finance from the 
University of Cambridge

Yaw Appiah-Lartey
Partner & Head of Infrastructure
& Economic Advisory, Deloitte 

She is a trained economist with over 20 years' 
experience in banking. Prior to her appoint-
ment as the Director of  Business Banking, 
she worked as the Head of Global Corporates 
and Head of Cash management. She has held 
high profile positions in Zambia and Mozam-
bique within the Bank. She previously 
worked at Standard Chartered Bank.

She holds a Bachelor's degree in Economics 
from the Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology, Ghana and an MBA 
in Oil and Gas from the Robert Gordon 
University Aberdeen Business School, Scot-
land, UK.

race Anim-Yeboah is the Director of Business 
Banking at Absa Bank Ghana Limited. She is 
passionate about supporting local businesses 
to grow sustainably. She has a deep-rooted 
desire to see Ghanaian businesses become 
transgenerational and multinational. She has 
developed capacity in enterprise develop-
ment, marketing, financial analysis and 
coaching with special emphasis on women 
entrepreneurial development.



K
Profile 

ojo Akoto Boateng is an entrepreneur, Sustainability 
Scientist, Agribusiness Specialist, Building Technologist 
and Media Professional.

Kojo is also the founder of Aya Sustainable Solutions, a 
sustainable solutions provider in the building, agribusi-
ness, water, and green energy industries. At Aya, Kojo 
leads a team that has worked on water purification 
solutions for households, dehydrated food processing, 
integrated farming projects, climate-smart homes, etc.

At Citi, he co-designed and managed the construction of 
the Citi TV buildings in Adabraka and Tesano, in Accra – 
Ghana. He also managed the construction of the Citi 
Foundation Girls Dormitory Project for the Baptist School 

Complex, near Suhum.

In 2020, Kojo designed and published Ghana's first Covid-
19 dashboard and the full visualization system for the 
Election coverage of the Citi brands.

Kojo co-founded The Generosity Club, a non-profit which 
works to support African ideas, innovations, and SMEs 
with grants, mentorship, and business support services.

Kojo graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Building 
Technology from the Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology. He is also an Alumnus of the 
African-German Leadership Academy, run by the 
Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), and the 
Global Road Safety Leadership Program, by the Johns 
Hopkins University International Injury Research Unit 
(JH-IIRU) and the Global Road Safety Partnership (GRSP) 
with support from the Bloomberg Philanthropies. He is 
currently pursuing an MPhil in Sustainability Science at 
the University of Ghana, Legon.

Previously, he served as a co-host of the Citi Breakfast 
Show, Head of New Media, Head of Research, Special 
Projects Manager, Events and Promotions Executive – all 
at Citi 97.3 FM and Citi TV in Accra, Ghana.  He's also had 
impressive stints with Ultimate Radio 106.9, Kapital Radio 
97.3 and Focus 94.3 FM, all in Kumasi.

He is the General Manager of WeComm Agri-Media & 
Consultancy Limited, where he runs Nserewa – a crowd 
funding platform that has funded over 700 farmers to 
produce maize, soya and rice on about 5000 acres across 
Ghana.

He serves on the Advisory Board of the Ghana Food 
Movement. He is also a member of the 2023 Ideation Team 
of the Kosmos Innovativation Center. He currently serves 
on the Technical Commi�ee of the Economic Enclaves 
Project, being implemented under the Ghana Cares 
Programme of the Government of Ghana.

He is the founder of  Stimuluz Technologies, a technology 
startup that provides practical technology solutions to 
MSMEs and large corporations. His team developed the 
websites of the Africa Continental Free Trade Area Secre-
tariat, Prudential Life Insurance, Africa World Airlines, 
among others.

He volunteers for the Nshorena Project and as a brand 
ambassador and influencer for many Ghanaian SMEs.

Kojo Akoto Boateng 
Agri-business Specialist and
Sustainability Scientist 
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mi-Beth Quantson is the Founder, CEO and Chief 
Caffeination Officer at Kawa Moka Coffee 
Company, Ghana's leading social enterprise coffee 
company and roaster, where she leads investment 
and growth, having raised over $100,000 in debt 
and equity investments; created over 250 jobs in 
coffee through farmer partnerships and employ-
ment of marginalized groups and established 
Accra's largest roastery, supplying major super-
markets and cafes across the country and interna-
tionally. She has been recognized by the President 
of the Republic of Ghana, President Akuffo Addo 
for her contribution to creating jobs and economic 
growth through coffee. She has also received the 
Tony Elumelu Entrepreneurship Award, as well as 
Orange Corners Debt Investment and Grant. 

Prior to founding Kawa Moka, Emi-Beth worked as 
a tax consultant and transfer pricing expert at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Ghana and Kenya.

As a female founder and small business owner 
passionate about coffee and empowering women, 
Emi-Beth volunteers through Zonta International, 
and Global Shapers Community of the World 
Economic Forum to change the status of women 
and young girls particularly in rural communities in 
Ghana.

Emi-Beth Quantson
Founder, CEO & Chief Caffeination
Officer, Kawa Moka Coffee 
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and young girls particularly in rural communities in 
Ghana.

Emi-Beth Quantson
Founder, CEO & Chief Caffeination
Officer, Kawa Moka Coffee 



I

Profile 

shmael is the Executive Secretary of the Public Utilities 
Regulatory Commission (PURC). He also serves as the 
Chairman of the Regulatory and Legal Commi�ee of Ghana 
's Electricity Market Oversight Panel. He was the Regula-
tory and Electricity Market Expert at USAID West Africa 
Energy Program, Deloi�e Ghana. He worked as the Head of 
Policy Unit, at the Africa Centre for Energy Policy, where he 
coordinated research and advocacy on sustainable energy 
management and petroleum revenue management. He was 
recruited by GOGIG/DFID as a Technical Advisor on 
Energy and Petroleum Policies to the Minister for Planning. 
Ishmael was the first Coordinator of Local Content at the 
Ghana Energy Commission where he initiated an industry 
wide baseline study and contributed to the development of 
digital supplier information system. 

He has a keen interest in energy research and served as an 
Adjunct Lecturer at the Institute for Oil and Gas Studies, 
University of Cape Coast and the Department of Econom-
ics, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technol-
ogy. He has provided research consultancy for the African 
Development Bank, Economic Commission for Africa, 
United Nations University, IHS Markit, GOGIG/OPM, the 
Natural Resource Governance Institute, the National 
Accreditation Board, SNV and SEND Ghana among others. 
He has published more than 45 peer-reviewed papers in 
high impact journals in Science Direct, Wiley, Springer and 
Taylor and Francis publishing houses. Ishmael holds a PhD 
in Energy Economics from the University of Portsmouth-
UK, Msc in Energy Economics and Policy from the Univer-
sity of Surrey-UK and a Bsc from UPSA-Ghana. He is 
conversant in analytical tools such as Oxmetrics and 
Eviews.

Dr. Ishmael Ackah
Executive Secretary, Public Utilities
Regulatory Commission of Ghana
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S
Profile 

aeed is a civil engineer, petroleum engineer, and a real 
estate investor with more than 10 years of experience in 
the construction, real estate, and the energy industries. 
He is currently the Managing Director for Mercury 
Heights LLC, and the Chief Finance Officer at Mercury 
Height's Subsidiaries – Shelter Space LLC and Suntaa 
Hospitality LLC. Within less than 1 year, he has success-
fully raised equity value of 1 million USD for the Suntaa 
Beach Boxx Venture in Kokrobite as well as $2 million 
equity investments in the Suntaa Lakeview Venture in 
Akuse. Mercury Heights and its subsidiaries are inten-
tional about local content and economic linkages and 
have so far sourced about 90% of local materials and 
100% human capital throughout the construction and 
operations management phases.  The companies' modu-
lar housing units and luxury accommodation also follow 
modern trends of green building designs and environ-
mental sustainability, with 100% reliance on solar power, 
biodigester systems for solid waste, and modern soak 
away for liquid waste. Mercury Heights is currently 
expanding to other African countries including Liberia 
and Cameroon. Saeed previously worked as a Relation-
ship Manager in Retail Banking at Access Bank and is 
Country Manager for Water for Life, Ghana. He believes 
in empowering the youth by giving them paid internship 
opportunities across his firms, taking on graduates for 
national service and employing highly motivated indi-
viduals.

Munir Hadi Kwasi Saeed
MD, Mercury Heights LLC
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ariama is passionate about MSME and private sector 
development in Africa. As the IFC Group's Coordinator 
for the Sahel and West Africa Region, she is responsible 
for funding and boosting the productive capacities of 
MSMEs in the subregion. Prior to this role, she managed 
the execution of the World Bank and IFC SME link-
ages programs in Guinea, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali, 
Sierra Leone, Benin, Togo, Burkina Faso, 
Niger, and Iraq.  Before this, she held the 
position of Private Sector Development 
Specialist at the World Bank (Washing-
ton DC Metro Area) where she super-
vised the World Bank's projects on 
private sector development in 
Guinea, provided policy advice to 
the Government of Guinea on 
local content development in 
the  extract ives  sector , 
proposed growth poles 
p r o g r a m  t o  s u p p o r t 
G u i n e a ' s  a g e n d a  f o r 
development, and pro-
moted women entrepre-
neurship. She was previ-
ously a Project Researcher 
at Oxford Microfinance 
Initiative, as well as a 
Trade and Marketing 
Manager and later Sales 
Director at Maersk Line. 

Profile 
Mariama Cire Sylla
Coordinator, Sahel & West Africa Region, IFCMelvyn Lubega is a technology entre-

preneur, investor, Forbes Listmaker, 
and thought leader on digital transfor-
mation, disruptive innovation, the 
future of the workforce, and business 
strategy. He is a founding Executive 
Director of Go1, a world leader in 
online training which has received 
over US$400 million investment back-
ing from Softbank,  Microsoft, 
Salesforce, SEEK, Oxford University, 
and Y-Combinator among others. In 
2021, Go1 became South Africa's first 
unicorn. Go1 has been recognized on 
both Deloi�e Fast500 list of the 
world's fastest growing companies, 
and Disrupt100 list of the world's most 
disruptive companies. Melvyn previ-
ously worked as a Strategy Consultant 
at Boston, and an Analyst at Goldman 
Sachs.

Profile 
Melvin Lubega 
Co-founder & Director, GO1
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Estella Muzito
Profile 

Estella Muzito is currently the Marketing & Innovation Director at 

Guinness Ghana Breweries Plc – a role she commenced in December 

2021. Prior to joining Guinness Ghana, she worked on the Guinness 

Global Brand Team in London, U.K. from 2019 as Marketing Manager 

(Africa) with responsibility for Malta Guinness and Orijin™. 

Outside of Diageo, Estella has built a rich depth 

of experience working on the agency side of 

marketing in strategy, media, and research – 

roles which provided her with strong 

exposure to brand building across a variety of 

industries including banking, telecoms, 

insurance, and other consumer goods. 

She began her career as a teaching assistant 

in the Faculty of Management at Makerere 

University in Kampala immediately 

following graduation from the business 

school.

Estella moved to London from Uganda where she worked with 

another Diageo business, Uganda Breweries Limited. There 

she served in several sales and marketing roles including 

Key Accounts Manager, Brand Manager, Consumer 

Planning Manager, and as Marketing Manager 

during which she played a leading role in driving 

the business forward to market leadership. 

Marketing & Innovation Director,
Guinness Ghana Breweries Plc.

Mr. Seth Twum-Akwaboah is the Chief Executive Officer of 
Association of Ghana Industries. He is a Business Develop-
ment Consultant by Profession with a Degree in Economics 
and Master's Degree in Business Administration. Mr. 
Twum-Akwaboah joined AGI as   Business Development 
Consultant and was elevated to the position of Director for 
Business Development Services and later Chief Executive Offi-
cer in 2011 and has since been leading the AGI team in policy advo-
cacy and provision of Business Development Services for 
the Industrial sector of Ghana. He coordinates the 
activities of 23 different industrial sectors of the 
Ghanaian economy and manages the 7 
regional branches of AGI.  He serves on a 
number of Boards of National Institu-
tions and Private Sector organization 
in Ghana, including the Boards of 
Ghana Export Promotion Author-
ity and Ghana Enterprise 
Agency (Formerly National 
Board for Small Scale Indus-
tries) and a member of the 
Local Content Commi�ee 
of Ghana Petroleum 
Commission, Pyxera 
Global, and several 
others. 

Profile 
Seth Twum Akwaboah
CEO, Association of Ghana Industries (AGI)
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C
Charles is the Lead Designer of Non-electric 
cooling system, of Smarti Turtle 1; First African 
car to be road legal in Europe. Charles is a mem-
ber of the African Union's CESA STEM Educa-
tion Cluster and a representative of All African 
Youth Entrepreneurs. UK-Africa Investment 
Summit.

He is the recipient of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering Africa Prize, the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers Ishow Prize, and the 
winner of MTN Heroes of Change, 2019. He is 
also an Engineering Excellence Award Recipient, 
an Executive Board Member of the Ghana Insti-
tute of Engineering, and a Board Member of the 
Elsie Effah Kaufmann Foundation. He is 30 years 
of age and hails from Nsoatre in the Bono region 
of Ghana

harles Ofori Antipem is the Co-founder and CEO 
of Dext Technology Limited, the producers of 
unique kit to learn Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics referred to as the 
science set. The African Union has referred to the 
science set as the most innovative education 
solution in Africa.

Profile 
Charles Antipem
Founder & MD, Dext Technology

B
He is a graduate of the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology and holds certificates in "Unlocking Finance and Invest-
ment in Emerging Markets & Developing Economies" and "Global Value 
Chains" with distinction from the World Bank Group. This Novem-
ber, Bismark is scheduled to complete a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Development Economics for sub-Saharan Africa with the Institute 
of Labour Economics, Bonn Germany under the UKaid's Gender, 

2Growth, and Labour Markets in Low Income Countries (G LM|LIC) 
program.  He is a graduate of the Ghana Institute of Manage-
ment and Public Administration (GIMPA) Department of 
Economics. 

In 2019, Bismark under a partnership between the AfroChampions Initiative 
and Trade & Industry Department of the African Union led a survey of 
African Business Associations spanning over 30 countries to assess the 
preparedness of African SMEs for the start of trade under the 
AfCFTA. He has co-authored reports on the AfCFTA; Ghana's Com-
petitive Potential in the AfCFTA; A Country Competitiveness & Opportu-
nity Assessment Report”, and “the AfCFTA Year Zero Report & Coun-
try Rankings” of 54 African states implementation capacity. He also 
provided extensive research support in the development of the 
“Trillion Dollar AfCFTA Investment & Financing Framework” which 
was endorsed by the Summit of African Union Heads of State in 
February 2020. He was part of the team of experts that helped 
develop the National AfCFTA Implementation Strategy for the 
Government of Benin. 

ismark Elorm Addo is the Team Lead for Research and Advisory with the International 
Research & Advisory Firm, Konfidants, where he provides insights and advisory work to 
support the operations of African governments, Multilateral Development Agencies, and Private 
Sector players in the areas of Infrastructure investment, International Trade & Competitiveness 
and Sovereign Wealth Funds. 

Profile 
Bismark Elorm Addo
Team Lead, Research and Advisory, Konfidants
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TIME TOPIC MODERATOR/MCDETAILS CHAIR / SPEAKER 
/ FACILITATOR 

COFFEE BREAK

BREAK OUT PARALLEL SESSION 1 (A) & (B)

General Manager, 
Citi FM

Bernard AvleGiving Lifeblood to the 
Africa Opportunity: How 
African businesses can 
�nance growth?

10:30-11:30
SESSION 1(A) Director, Business Banking, Absa 

Bank Ghana Ltd.

Partner, Financial Advisory, Deloitte 

Munir Hadi Kwasi Saeed; 
MD, Mercury Heights LLC

Coordinator, Sahel & West Africa 
Region, IFC

Mariamma Sylla (Virtual);

Grace Anim-Yeboah;

Yaw Appiah-Lartey;

Yes, there may be blue ocean 
opportunities, but opportunities 
require �nance.  What will make a 
lender �nance the business plan of an 
enterprise in Africa? What will attract 
investors to put in equity? Are there 
alternatives to traditional �nance 
mechanisms that businesses can 
explore to change the story? What can 
businesses do to secure �nance in a 
continent full of blue ocean 
opportunities?

10:00-10:30

AB & David
Michael B.Y. ApalbilahGrowing Money in the 

African Soil: Is agri-business 
for real or just a fuss?

10:30-11:30
SESSION 1(B)

Kojo Akoto Boateng 
Agri-business Specialist and 
Sustainability Scientist

Founder, CEO & Chief Caffeination 
Officer, Kawa Moka Coffee

Founder, African Brand Warrior
Fatima Alimohamed;

Emi-Beth Quanson;

Agri-business has often been touted as 
holding the key to Africa's growth.  
Food imports and urban food demand 
is expected to hit $150b per annum.  
Can a greater portion of this money be 
retained on the continent by growing 
and packaging what we eat?  What 
does it take for agri-businesses to 
succeed in Africa and what are the 
lessons?

BREAK OUT PARALLEL SESSION 2 (A) & (B)

General Manager, 
Citi FM

Bernard AvleBehold All Things Have 
Become New: How   
innovation can stimulate 
entrepreneur culture in 
Africa.

11:30-12:30
SESSION 
2(A)

Co-founder & Director, GO1

Charles Atipem;
Founder & MD, Dext Technology

Melvin Lubega;We live in a world driven by innovation 
and innovation creates hitherto 
unknown opportunities.  The speed of 
technological changes and 
advancement in AI technology is 
creating disruptions in many areas 
including supply chain, FINTECH and in 
classrooms.  How can the teeming 
youth use new IT tools to increase 
Africa's share of the innovation era?
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TIME TOPIC MODERATOR/MCDETAILS

Registration 

Programme
CHAIR / SPEAKER 

/ FACILITATOR 
PLENARY

Naa Ayeley Komey

Michael B.Y. Apalbilah

AB & David

AB & David

Opening Remarks 
Conference Chair

Tony Oteng-Gyasi;
Executive Chairman, Tropical Cable 
& Conductor Limited

Kojo Akoto Boateng 
Agri-business Specialist and 
Sustainability Scientis

 

A Partnership of Rivals: 
How African SMEs can scale 
without additional 
resources.

09:20
Managing Partner, Kon�dants
Michael Kottoh;One of the biggest challenges of 

businesses in Africa, especially 
SMEs, is the inability to meet large 
scale demand.  This challenge 
stems from multiple factors 
including lack of technology, 
inadequate capital and input 
supply challenges. In spite of that, 
in Africa's emerging ecosystem (as 
a result of the AfCFTA), scale has 
become a major factor for the 
survival of many companies. Yet, 
many of the enterprises lack the 
resources to scale. How can African 
enterprises collaborate to meet the 
larger size demand that will be 
attendant in a 1.4 billion people 
market?

08:30

Welcome Remarks09:00 Akosua Akowuah;
Associate Partner, AB & David, 
Ghana

09:10
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Melvin Lubega;We live in a world driven by innovation 
and innovation creates hitherto 
unknown opportunities.  The speed of 
technological changes and 
advancement in AI technology is 
creating disruptions in many areas 
including supply chain, FINTECH and in 
classrooms.  How can the teeming 
youth use new IT tools to increase 
Africa's share of the innovation era?
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CHAIR / SPEAKER 

/ FACILITATOR 
PLENARY

Naa Ayeley Komey

Michael B.Y. Apalbilah

AB & David

AB & David

Opening Remarks 
Conference Chair

Tony Oteng-Gyasi;
Executive Chairman, Tropical Cable 
& Conductor Limited

Kojo Akoto Boateng 
Agri-business Specialist and 
Sustainability Scientis

 

A Partnership of Rivals: 
How African SMEs can scale 
without additional 
resources.

09:20
Managing Partner, Kon�dants
Michael Kottoh;One of the biggest challenges of 

businesses in Africa, especially 
SMEs, is the inability to meet large 
scale demand.  This challenge 
stems from multiple factors 
including lack of technology, 
inadequate capital and input 
supply challenges. In spite of that, 
in Africa's emerging ecosystem (as 
a result of the AfCFTA), scale has 
become a major factor for the 
survival of many companies. Yet, 
many of the enterprises lack the 
resources to scale. How can African 
enterprises collaborate to meet the 
larger size demand that will be 
attendant in a 1.4 billion people 
market?

08:30

Welcome Remarks09:00 Akosua Akowuah;
Associate Partner, AB & David, 
Ghana

09:10



TIME TOPIC MODERATOR/MCDETAILS CHAIR / SPEAKER 
/ FACILITATOR 

General Manager, Citi FM
Bernard AvleConquering the Market: A 

showcase of how to 
overcome the challenges of 
breaking into the Pan-Africa 
market.

14:30-15:30
MD, Zeepay
Andrew Takyi AppiahZeepay appeared on the Africa scene 

six (6) years ago as a startup.  In spite 
of challenges it faced, it has not only 
rolled out multiple products but has 
also expanded to twenty-�ve (25) 
African countries and now into the 
Caribbean.  What made this possible? 
How were the challenges overcome? 
What lessons can be learnt by others 
who intend to take advantage of 
Africa's emerging blue ocean markets.

General Manager, Citi FM
Bernard Avle“Kon�dential” Insights with 

Kon�dants: Deep insight on 
export market 
opportunities.

15:30-16:30 Michael Kottoh 
Managing Partner, Kon�dants

Bismark Addo
Project and Research Associate, 
Kon�dants

In a continental market of 1.4 billion 
people, one needs to rethink old 
theories.  Is the problem lack of 
demand or one of not knowing where 
the demand is?  This year, Crystal Ball 
Africa introduces “Kon�dential 
Insights”, a new feature which will 
provide a research-based peep into 
Africa business trends.  This �rst 
edition on intra-Africa export trends 
will outdoor the outcome of intra-
Africa export research carried out by 
Kon�dants Ltd.  It may just be your 
�rst peep into the yet to be released 
research on where to direct your intra-
Africa export strategy. 

General Manager, Citi FM
Bernard AvleInside the Crystal Ball 2023: 

Today's perspective of 
tomorrow.

16:30-17:00 David Ofosu-Dorte
Senior Partner, AB & David Africa

As the world emerged from Covid-19 in 
2022, the Russian-Ukraine war erupted, 
then in�ation, gas price hikes and now a 
looming recession in 2023. But amid all 
the chaos, the global population has hit 
8 billion with Africa growing from 1.2 
billion to 1.4 billion. In this fast-
integrating continent operating in a fast-
paced world, the ability to foresee 
tomorrow today may just make your 
strategy different.  As always, Crystal Ball 
Africa (2023) will look into both the 
Africa and global crystal ball and make 
informed predictions today of what may 
affect your business tomorrow.

CLOSING & COCKTAIL RECEPTION17:00
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TIME TOPIC MODERATOR/MCDETAILS CHAIR / SPEAKER 
/ FACILITATOR 

LUNCH BREAK

PLENARY

Michael Apalbilah
AB & David

Standing Out of the Crowd: 
How to brand for the big 
AfCFTA Africa market.

11:30-12:30
SESSION 
2(B)

Estella Mozito; 
Marketing & Innovation Director, 
Guinness Ghana Breweries PLC.

A business can choose to compete in a 
competitive bloody red ocean or look 
at blue ocean opportunities.  Key 
advantage is gained when companies 
occupy new spaces. To do that, it is 
important to stand out.  Positioning 
oneself through branding and other 
similar mechanisms help take 
adequate mindshare. What strategies 
can SMEs avail themselves of in order 
to distinguish their brand?

12:30-13:30 

Bernard Avle
General Manager, Citi FM

Energy to Grow or Energy to 
Dance: Can Africa's energy 
strategy shift from 
household consumption 
and entertainment to 
industrialisation? 

13:30-14:30
Executive Secretary, Public Utilities 
Regulatory Commission of Ghana

Seth Twum Akwaboah; 

Ishmael Ackah;

CEO, Association of Ghana 
Industries

A lot of data is often tossed around 
about growing access to electricity in 
Africa.  Beyond the rhetoric, it appears 
there is more politics than using 
energy to stimulate growth. The public 
sector often talks more about 
providing access to electricity and this 
is measured by the percentage of the 
population that has access to 
electricity.  Whilst this may enhance 
quality of life and entertainment, 
energy supply to industries has untold 
challenges including high cost per 
kilowatt per hour (kWh) and a weak 
baseload leading to outages and lack 
of reliable energy for heavy industries. 
With the cost of energy averaging 13¢ 
kWh, the continent's industries will 
not be competitive globally. What are 
energy regulators doing to ensure that 
access and cost of electricity are 
realigned to spur industrialisation in 
Africa?

Michael B.Y. Apalbilah 
& Naa Ayeley Komey
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